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seIveS appeared. Strange to say when they saw Mrs. Culture 
they seemed quite frightened of her. Miss Theory tried to 
puff herself out a little, and Miss Fact began to look for 
something to put on her head and hide how bald she was, 
and both of them seemed quite nervous and confused. B ut 
something more wonderful still happened, for Mrs. Culture 
laughed her low laugh, and as she did so both Miss bact and 
Miss Theory vanished. Then Mrs. Culture led Fancy to the 
fairy carriage which was waiting for them outside. 

<< My horse’s name is Higher education, she said, as she 
took the reins, “ and as he is rather fresh, I prefer to drive 
him myself.” Then she whipped him up, and away they 
sped to Fairyland. The landscape opened out to Fancy as 
she went, and she saw shining waters and glowing meadows, 
and far away long ranges of mountains with snowy peaks 
which seemed to touch the sky. 

“ Here we are,” said Mrs. Culture, stopping at last. “ My 
child, this is your home.” 

Then Fancy stepped from the carriage, and, wonderful to 
relate, the untidy clothes had vanished, and she was robed in 
graceful shining drapery. And she found herself in a 
beautiful palace, with great rocks for walls, and soft grass 
gemmed with beautiful flowers as a carpet, and two people 
waiting to welcome her. One was her own mother — well, 1 
will tell you her name now, she was dear old mother Nature 
herself — and she folded her child in her arms, and held her 
to her great heart. And the other — can you guess, I wonder, 
who it was: Why, no other than Imagination himself. And 
while fancy stood all amazed, he brought a crown of lovely 
flowers and placed it on her head, and told her how she was 
herself a fairy and that he was the Prince of Fairyland. 

1 hat is the end of my story of Fancy, but she and 

Imagination did not always stay in Fairyland. They were 

so sorry for the poor mortals who were taught by Miss 

nstruction, or Miss fact and Miss Theory, that they often 

came back to earth bringing little glimpses of Fairyland 

tiem. Mrs. Cul.ure too often drives there in her fairy 

r a f e> so you look out you may some day see them all 
tor yourselves. J 


BOOKS. 

“En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 


Outlines of Field Geology, by Sir Archibald Geikie, f.r.s. Macmillan 
& Co. This is the fourth edition of Professor Geikie’s excellent little work, 
which, although in clear, legible type and enriched with very many illus- 
trations, is of a convenient size for the field geologist’s knapsack. It 
originally consisted of the substance ‘of some lectures designed for 
teachers, delivered at South Kensington in illustration of a loan collection 
of scientific instruments, but the matter was re-written for the second 
edition, and so much extended as to be then considered almost a new and 
independent work. The aim was primarily to address that large and 
rapidly increasing body of readers who have made themselves familiar 
with the elements of geology through the medium of books, but who find 
much difficulty in applying this theoretical knowledge to the facts presented 
to their notice in the field. It is one thing to understand a diagram in a 
book and another thing to absorb scientific knowledge direct from the 
quarry, the ravine, the mountain, or the sea-shore. Hints from so eminent 
a practical geologist as Professor Geikie as to the best methods of search 
and examination, and as to what should be looked for, must prove of the 
greatest value, and such hints it is the design of this little book to give. 
The young geologists must remember, therefore, that it is not meant as a 
systematic text-book of geology, but “ it pre-supposes him to have already 
read some such text-book,” and “ to have acquired a general knowledge 
of the scope of the science.” “ It is to put him in the way of intelligently 
observing for himself, rather than to present him with what has already 
been discovered by others.” The illustrations are beautiful, and the book 
is admirably got up. For the fourth edition the work has again been 
revised and considerably enlarged, and a number of new illustrations have 

been added from the author’s note-books. 

Chapters in Modern Botany, by Professor Patrick Geddes. London : 
John Murray. This forms one of the latest additions to the valuable senes 
of University Extension Manuals edited by Professor Knight and publishe 
by John Murray. We have no doubt it will prove to be one of the very best 
works in the series, one of the most interesting in itself, and one of the 
most suggestive as to fruitful lines of study, even eyon ie ,, JV ' 

immediate field of enquiry. The book, as the aut or t s us ’ ,, 

attempt to condense a survey of its science, an i ias, in c » 

out of the syllabus and notes of University Extension Lec ures with their 

necessary limitations.” “ In matter and form,” he ^’J^^Vome 

the general reader yet, in 

measure even to the teacher. In botany, as 
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Zh th P times In the Linnsean period the ‘ best botanist 
methods alter with tl , . , hoW ever little of each ; while a later 

was he who knew tern ‘ foun ’ ded upon Cuvie r a type-system which 
and still dominant „ p ro f eS sor Geddes recommends both 

atsrws - - 


scene after scene of the ac.ua, drama 
lf“aure l which life interacts with life.” " It » surely m the measure 
0 ou intelligent interest in the play that we not.ee more and more of the 
IZalis Mrs««e, or hare keener scrutiny of each actor in his hour. 
HtTn” the plan of this little book, which seeks to lead from small scenes 

“n'wm ’thus he seen that this work is not in any sense a primer of the 
science of botany, or a systematic introduction to the study. mversity 
Extension Lectures do not aim to put the student in possession even of the 
elements of any science. Such an aim could not possibly be reached in a 
course of six or twelve lectures. What can be done on the science side is 
simply to do what Professor Geddes has done in this manual— to turn over, 
not at random but with definite purpose and forethought, a few leaves of 
the infinite book of nature, and thereby excite the interest of the student, 
suggest methods of enquiry, warn him against pitfalls, give him an inkling 
of scientific laws, and inform him on the literature of the subject, so as to 
equip him in a serviceable manner to pursue the study for himself. 

To achieve these results in reference to the study of botany, we think 
Professor Geddes’ book is admirably fitted. The spirit in which it is 
written is indicated by its motto from Meredith, beginning — 


nor with the tissue-unwrapping of samples of 


For him the woods were a home, and gave the key 

Of knowledge, thirst for their treasures in herbs and flowers. 

The secrets held by the creatures nearer than we 

To earth he sought, and the link of their life with ours. 

Professor Geddes’ name is a sufficient guarantee for the scientific quality 
of the work, and its being in no respect behind the age, while it is also a 
warranty for interesting, individual, and even brilliant style of treatment. 

The Teaching of Geography : Suggestions regardi?ig Principles and 
Methods for the Use of Teachers , by Sir Archibald Geikie, LL.D., F.R.s. 
\\ ith a keen sense of the unsatisfactory position of Geography in English 
educational systems, and by no means sanguine that the difficulties caused 
by inveterate custom will be easily removed, Professor Geikie, in this work, 
sets forth the principles and methods which in his view are most likely “ to 
secure to Geography its proper place as an educational discipline.” He 
regards it as a matter of vital moment that Geography should be raised 
to a place in the school curriculum of this country, similar to that which it 
holds in Germany ; and not only for the sake of its own value as a branch 
of knowledge, but “because it offers a cure for what he conceives to be 
‘a radical defect in our educational method,’ viz., the want of any effective 
discipline in habits of observation.” 

Parents and teachers will find a mine of information in the sixteen 
chapters of this useful book. 
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Readings f tom English History , selected and edited by John Richard 
Green, M.A., LL.D. Macmillan. This is called the School Board edition 
of these well-chosen selections, in which this distinguished historian has 
proved how very far from “ hard,” “ dry,” and “ uninteresting,” historical 
studies may be made for boys and girls. The plan of relieving the tedium 
of the dry facts of the ordinary school manual by reading to pupils some of 
the finest passages from the writings of the great historians — such as may 
be within the comprehension of the young — is obviously a good one, and 
should be universally followed. The difficulty arising from not having the 
greater works at hand and but little time for selection is entirely met by 
the present volume, and certainly no one was more competent for the task 
of its compilation than John Richard Green. 

Songs for Somebody , by Dollie Radford, with designs by Gertrude 
Bradley, 3-S'. 6 d. D. Nutt. 

Finnish Legends , for English Children , by R. Eivind. Fisher 
Unwin. Two particularly attractive books for young children. The first 
is a child’s book, somewhat on the Kate Greenaw r ay lines, and like the 
latter artist’s works, it is admirably got up by Arthur Evans. There is 
much action and expression in the figures and a delightful grace in the 
pictures, some of which are better than anything we have seen for a long 
time. What is a great recommendation is the keen sympathy with child- 
life which they show. In the pretty, quaint verses we notice echoes from 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s Child's Garden of Verses , echoes which we are 
very glad to hear. 

The Legends from Finnland contained in the new volume of Unwin’s 
Children’s Library opens out a new field in which young folk can find all 
manner of marvels. These fairy stories are taken from the Kalevala, the 
epic of the Finnish people. All children who delight in Grimm will 
welcome this new collection. But these are something more than fairy 
tales. They have the peculiar charm and interest that attach to the eai \ 
legends of a people, disclosing, as they do, how a race in its cue ooc 
thinks large, vague, and often beautiful thoughts, just as doe .the 
individual child. The earlier legends in the book appear to belong to an 
earlier epoch, and are by far the most interesting and graphic. 

We have receive., from Messrs .Helre * Co.. £*» ££ £ 
Ernest Legouv^, under the general title The fom , e r has 

XIX* Steel ^Enfanceet Adohsunce^ l^J^ a sufficient 

reached its eighteenth edition and \e jn France . We must 

indication of the favourable reception o f 

postpone a detailed notice of their contents oi t u p 


A member writes “ I have not seen in the teautiful books for 
or ‘ Little Peter.' by Luca, Male . , $tory ls . Master 

children that I have ever read. , children’s last holidays I 

Bartlemy ’ in the ‘ Dainty Series. » « y] ie s tory of Francis 

read them Stanley Weyman’s ^ ls * or ‘ t * ’ None of these books are 

Cludde ; ’ girls and boys enjoyed i tq • ^ four or fiv( j years.” 
quite new, but have been published "> 


